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The ABJ Project

MATRIX undertook the digitization of the Ameri-
can Black Journal (ABJ) in 2002. The ABJ offers a
weekly news magazine from an African-Ameri-
can perspective in the Detroit area. The project
has been a partnership between the MATRIX
Center at Michigan State University (MSU) and
Detroit Public Television (DPTV).
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Digital Format Challenges
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Tape Formats

Each tape received a unique identifier and was in-
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The decision was good for MATRIX, DPTV, and the In-
tended audience of the collection. It took into account
provenance, prior and future use of the tapes, MATRIX’s
existing Infrastructure, processing demands of digital
video, and user needs.

The project has had three main phases

1. Digitization of all of the ABJ broadcast and
unaired footage from 1968 to 2002.
2. The ABJ website, which streams program
clips to a new generation of viewers.
3. Preservation of the digitized footage (and
original tapes) for the long term.
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Preservation and Digital Video: Implications and Challenges

MATRIX did not plan to retain the collection for the long term at first. The goal of the project was to
digitize the ABJ tape archives up to 2002 for use by DPTV In subsequent broadcasts, as well as to make
clips available to the public. This poster reports on an internship with the ABJ in early 2011.
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Community Histor y

The ABJ has offered a weekly news maga
zine of current events and culture in the
Detroit area from an African-American per-
spective for over

four  decades.
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The case study illustrates aspects of many themes important to digital humanities and digital preservation Digital Assets for Access and Preservation

concerns, including:
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ABJ digital objects exist in multiple copies and in di-
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gram offered a

media outlet

that encouraged

involvement

from Detroit citizens working to improve
Civil Rights and resolve community prob-
lems. The program has been on air continu -
ously since 1968, the year following the In-
famous 12th Street riot in Detroit. The pro -
gram has value for historians, urban schol-
ars, and others, and it also provides unigque
media coverage of Southeast Michigan
urban communities. Thus, the project
offers crucial archival implications for com-
munity archiving, outreach, and education.

long-lasting, and engaging digital resources that speak to a community. Master Files
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Infrastructure legacies.

Access Files
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